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Victorian Therapeutics Advisory Group (VicTAG Inc) 
www.victag.org.au  ABN: 27224983348 

 

Meeting of the VicTAG Inc Full Committee 
Minutes 

Wednesday 28th March 2012 at 4:00pm 
Meeting Room, Pharmacy Department, Basement, Royal Melbourne Hospital, Main Block 

 
Members Present: Dr Mary O’Reilly (Chair from item 2c) onwards), Dr Geoff Matthews (Acting Chair until item 2c)), Greg Weeks, Helen Matthews, Ian Larmour, Melita Van de 
Vreede, Nick Jones, Andrew Cording, Inger Olesen, Dr Elaine Tan (Minutes Secretary) 

Apologies: Sue Kirsa, Aaron Fitzpatrick, Swee Wong, Angela Stathopoulos, Heather Parsons  

This meeting opened at 4:15pm. 

Item Discussion Point Action/Discussion 

  G Weeks welcomed I Olesen to the VicTAG Full Committee. 

1. Minutes of Full 
Meeting 30th 
November 2011 

Motion to confirm as a true record 

Moved: Greg Weeks 

Seconded: Melita Van de Vreede 

Carried. 

2. Business arising 
from the Minutes 

a) New drug application form and criteria for 
assessing individual patient applications for high 
cost drugs – progress – E Tan 

E Tan presented version 3 of the draft IPU/IPA application form. Further feedback 
was received. Action – E Tan to amend the form, incorporating feedback, and 
circulate it to Management Committee for final review before uploading onto the 
VicTAG website.  

 b) Current project update – M Van de Vreede  

 i. Development of a state-wide medication 
safety notice distribution system 

M Van de Vreede reported a survey monkey has been circulated to all VicTAG 
members and members requested to complete the survey. A report is currently being 
written which will be used to seek further project funding. 

 
ii. Examination of current practices and 

barriers for user applied labelling in 
Victorian hospitals 

M Van de Vreede reported that this project has been finished, with reports completed 
and information uploaded onto the Commission’s website. A project abstract 
submitted to the National Medicines Symposium in May 2012 has been accepted as 
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an oral presentation. 

M Van de Vreede reported another abstract on the QUM group in general was 
submitted to the National Medicines Symposium and has been accepted as a poster 
presentation.  

 c) Website revamp – M Van de Vreede/E Tan 

M Van de Vreede reported the website revamp has been completed. E Tan 
mentioned it seems like a number of people (members and non-members) look at the 
website. E Tan has received e-mails from non-members wanting member access – 
they can only have website member access if they eligible and pay the membership 
fee. Discussion occurred over how many people in a department are able to have 
website member access. It was decided that additional member access may be 
granted for departments. Action – E Tan to include a statement about this in the next 
newsletter. 

H Matthews asked about the process for paying the website contractor where there is 
no GST. Action – H Matthews to obtain the form required by the ATO and forward to 
the contractor for completion. 

3. New business a) Policy review – complementary medicines 2005 – 
G Weeks 

G Weeks mentioned the complementary medicines policy 2005 and asked whether 
people were using the document, were people doing things differently, and should 
VicTAG be reviewing the document as it was last revised in 2005? The 
complementary medicines 2005 document can be found in the ‘backend’ section of 
the website documents. Action – E Tan to make a call to VicTAG members for 
current complementary medicines policies. E Tan to undertake a literature search to 
see if there are other complementary medicines policies on PROMPT and websites 
such as NSWTAG, UK sites. 

 b) Professional officer report including PROMPT 
update – E Tan 

E Tan reported she has been working on the VicTAG website to get it up and running 
for the launch date in February 2012. E Tan has been maintaining the website and 
answering queries. She has worked on the development of the VicTAG IPU form. E 
Tan mentioned there has been a slight change to the username for PROMPT and this 
has been reported in the December newsletter and VicTAG website. 

E Tan is currently developing the next VicTAG newsletter and hopes to circulate it 
within a couple of weeks. It was suggested that the newsletter should feature an 
update of the VicTAG website, with a screen dump of the new website – Action – E 
Tan to include this in the newsletter. E Tan requested information on the projects 
awarded 2012 VicTAG funding so she could report them in the newsletter. Action – G 
Weeks and M Van de Vreede to write on the projects and forward article to E Tan for 
inclusion in the newsletter. 
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 c) VicTAG QUM and medication safety group update 
– M Van de Vreede 

M Van de Vreede reported the QUM group has been successful in receiving VicTAG 
funding for part A of the missed doses project. Part A involves the development of an 
audit tool that will be trialled. 

A report for the alerts project is about to be prepared and a proposal for the extension 
of funding will be submitted next month. 

M Van de Vreede reported members of the QUM group will be participating in the 
safety, labelling and packaging HPV review. 

It was decided that QUM group minutes should be circulated to the management 
committee. Action – E Tan to arrange this. 

 d) CATAG update – G Matthews 

G Matthews reported a CATAG meeting was held last Monday. The Chairman of 
CATAG will be handed over to South Australia during the second half of 2012. G 
Matthews will continue as Chair until South Australia decide who will take on the role. 

G Matthews reported the CATAG National Coordinator, Jane Donnelly, will be taking 
maternity leave in May – she hopes to come back to work in 3½ months time. 

G Matthews reported that a presentation on the off-label project proposal was given 
by CATAG to the National Medicines Policy Committee. Chris Liddle is currently 
refining the data collection form to collect off-label rituximab data. The project 
application will be submitted to the University of Sydney human ethics committee. 

G Matthews reported J Donnelly has put in an abstract on CATAG to the National 
Medicines Symposium. 

G Matthews reported on the Product Familiarisation Program statement by CATAG. 
Action – G Matthews to e-mail document to E Tan who will circulate to Full 
committee. 

I Larmour reported on the issue of home TPN that was discussed at the CATAG 
meeting. All members agreed that it was a problem, it would have to be funded 
through a separate grant, there’s no easy way forward, and there’s no funding for it 
from Michael Furey. Questions on home TPN need to be asked of each state: how is 
home TPN funded in each state, how many people do hospitals in each State have on 
home TPN? Action – E Tan to draft an e-mail containing the questions and forward it 
to I Larmour for review before circulation to all CATAG members. 

M O’Reilly reported there is going to be a National Interim medication chart for 
Residential Aged Care Facilities. G Weeks asked if this was going to be electronic – 
Action – E Tan to ask J Donnelly. I Larmour to develop questions on the Interim 
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medication chart for Residential Aged Care Facilities for E Tan to circulate.   

 e) D & T decisions – what’s happening? Discussion 
from each hospital of significant issues 

The following verbal reports were received: 

Barwon – G Weeks reported they had 3-4 requests for rituximabs in the last week. 
The antimicrobial stewardship program is running well. There are large volumes of 
IPUs to deal with between committees. 

St Vincent’s – A Cording reported there is a revamp of some requests to be more 
unit or condition specific. There is a move away from paper requests to electronic 
form. Pilot of changes will be with dermatology unit first. A Cording mentioned about 
Cellcept® and its coming off patent – HPV pricing is a big bonus for St Vincent’s. St 
Vincent’s is keen to move to generic mycophenolate and tacrolimus. 

Eastern – N Jones asked if anyone has had to deal with requests for dabigatran from 
neurology. They have decided to hold it off until PBS complete their review. 

Royal Melbourne – H Matthews reported 99% of IPU applications are completed via 
e-mail (24 hour turnaround timeframe) because they were taking up too much of 
committee time. H Matthews asked if there were some changes in S100 claiming for 
clozapine. I Larmour reported Michael Furey said he will keep it going and it’s not 
stopping. H Matthew reported they have approved a product called Gliolan® – 
aminolevulinic acid – for cerebral tumors – this adds $100,000 onto the budget for 27 
patients. An antimicrobial stewardship pharmacist has been appointed.  

Southern – I Larmour reported they are looking at an electronic form of the single 
patient use request forms rather than the traditional hand written one. Most used 
medications are rituximab, mycophenolate (have 30-40 patients on this) and 
botulinum toxin (interested in using this in asthma). Will be waiting until it is on PBS 
for trigroloc (Bainlta). 

4. Treasurer’s 
report/Membership 
news 

H Matthews 

H Matthews reported the bank account credit is $122,000, with outstanding cheques 
already accounted for. H Matthews requested that she be notified or receive 
acknowledgement that it is ok to pay off project money once projects are completed. 
Action – E Tan to develop a draft process for requirements on completion of projects, 
circulate document to management committee and receive sign off at a management 
committee meeting. This document is to be inserted into project application 
information so applicants are aware of the process.  

5. Other business  Nil to report. 

6. Next Full VicTAG 
meeting  30th May 2012 
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This meeting closed at 6:05pm. 

 

Action required Responsibility Due date Completed 

Amend the IPU/IPA application form, incorporating recent feedback, and circulate it to Management Committee for 
final review before uploading onto the VicTAG website. E Tan May 2012  

Include a statement about the granting of additional website member access for departments in the next VicTAG 
newsletter. E Tan May 2012  

Obtain the form required by the ATO and forward to the website contractor for completion. H Matthews May 2012  

Make a call to VicTAG members for current complementary medicines policies. Undertake a literature search to see 
if there are other complementary medicines policies on PROMPT and websites such as NSWTAG, UK sites. E Tan June 2012  

Include an update of the VicTAG website, with a screen dump of the new website, in the next newsletter. E Tan May 2012  

Write on the 2012 VicTAG funded projects and forward article to E Tan for inclusion in the newsletter. G Weeks and M Van de 
Vreede May 2012  

Circulate QUM group minutes to the management committee. E Tan May 2012  

E-mail Product Familiarisation Program document to E Tan who will circulate to Full committee. G Matthews/E Tan May 2012  

Draft an e-mail containing the home TPN questions and forward it to I Larmour for review before circulation to all 
CATAG members. E Tan/I Larmour May 2012  

Ask J Donnelly if the National Interim medication chart for Residential Aged Care Facilities is going to be electronic-
based. E Tan May 2012  

Develop questions on the Interim medication chart for Residential Aged Care Facilities for E Tan to circulate. I Larmour/E Tan May 2012  

Develop a draft process for requirements on completion of projects, circulate document to management committee 
and receive sign off at a management committee meeting. This document is to be inserted into project application 
information so applicants are aware of the process. 

E Tan June 2012  

 

 


