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Victorian Therapeutics Advisory Group (VicTAG Inc) 
www.victag.org.au  ABN: 27224983348 

 

Meeting of the VicTAG Inc Full Committee 
Minutes 

Wednesday 25th July 2012 at 4:00pm 
Meeting Room, Pharmacy Department, Basement, Royal Melbourne Hospital, Main Block 

 
Members Present: A/Prof Mary O’Reilly (Chair), Dr Geoff Matthews, Helen Matthews, Ian Larmour, Melita Van de Vreede, Andrew Cording, Swee Wong, Greg Weeks, 
Shannon Ferguson, Kate Chandler, Paul Drinkwater, Dr Elaine Tan (Minutes Secretary) 

Apologies: Nick Jones, Dr Inger Olesen, Heather Parsons, Kent MacMillan, Anne Fairman, Angela Stathopoulos, Kent Garrett, S Kirsa  

This meeting opened at 4:15pm. 

Item Discussion Point Action/Discussion 

1. Presentation 
Outcome measures for off-label rituximab use in 
haematology – Professor Harshal Nandurkar, 
Departments of Medicine and Haematology, Director of 
Haematology, St Vincent’s Hospital 

 

2. Minutes of Full 
Meeting 30th May 
2012 

a) Motion to confirm as a true record 

Moved: Ian Larmour 

Seconded: Helen Matthews 

Carried. 

 b) Actions from the minutes 

• Make a call to VicTAG members for current complementary medicines policies. 
Undertake a literature search to see if there are other complementary medicines 
policies on PROMPT and websites such as NSWTAG, UK sites – E Tan to 
contact S Kirsa to enquire about her recently updated complementary medicines 
policy and ask if she is undertaking any project work in this area. 

• Develop questions on the interim medication chart for Residential Aged Care 
Facilities for E Tan to circulate – M Van de Vreede has contacted Rohan Elliott 
and he informed that he has already undertaken work in this area and published 
it in JPPR. M Van de Vreede to e-mail papers (from JPPR and Age and Aging) to 
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E Tan to circulate to full committee members. 

• Draft a letter of commendation from VicTAG and forward it to the presenters of 
the project, Wendy Ewing and Brodie Smith – letter was well received. 

• Write to HPV regarding the changes in clexane syringes packaging – M Van de 
Vreede met with Sanofi and discussed all the issues with clexane packaging. 
Sanofi will review the discussion points. 

• G Weeks to e-mail E Tan the nomination of VicTAG members form – E Tan to 
upload the document onto the VicTAG website (for public access) along with an 
explanation of who can be a VicTAG member. 

3. Business arising 
from the Minutes 

a) New drug application form and criteria for 
assessing individual patient applications for high 
cost drugs – progress – E Tan 

E Tan reported the VicTAG IPU/IPA form had been uploaded onto the VicTAG 
website and asked if further work/discussion was required on this topic. 

No further action required hence this may be removed from the agenda. 

 b) Current project update – M Van de Vreede  

 i. Missed medications project 

M Van de Vreede reported on the missed medications project as developing an audit 
tool with an accompanying education package, to aid in decreasing preventable 
omitted medication doses. There will be 3 trial audits, with the last trial to be 
completed within 1 or 2 months time. 

 c) Policy review – complementary medicines 2005 – 
G Weeks/ E Tan This item has been discussed previously at 2b. 

4. New business a) Clarity around visiting speakers/presenters – M 
O’Reilly 

M O’Reilly reported that guidelines for visiting speakers/presenters are being drafted. 
Timing is important and the speaker should not be allowed to stay for the remainder of 
the meeting. Action – All members to e-mail E Tan if there is any other specific 
point(s) to be included in the guidelines for visiting speakers/presenters. 

 b) Online claiming for S100s – S Kirsa Action – In S Kirsa’s absence, G Matthews to take the issues about online claiming 
for S100s to the July CATAG meeting for discussion. 

 
c) Letter on DD misappropriation and failure to record 

transactions of disposal or destruction of unused 
DDs – A Stathopoulos/S Ferguson 

S Ferguson reported she will be taking the matter described in the letter to their DTC 
meeting this month. S Ferguson asked members what course of action (if any) were 
they taking regarding the matter.  

 d) Professional officer report including PROMPT 
update – E Tan 

E Tan provided the following report: 

Time employed per week: 8 hours 
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From the last VicTAG Full Meeting (30th May 2012) to July 2012, I have undertaken 
the following duties: 
 
1. Meetings 

• prepared and completed the agenda for the June management meeting, 
July full meeting 

• attended June QUM group meeting, June management meeting, July 
full meeting 

• prepared and completed the minutes for the May Full meeting, June 
QUM group meeting, June Management meeting 

2. CATAG 
• circulated CATAG e-mails 
• collated responses received to CATAG questions 
• responded to the CATAG coordinator and other CATAG members 
• contributed to a CATAG communication survey 

3. Website 
• maintained content in VicTAG website, uploaded documents in VicTAG 

website 
• responded to requests for new website member access (4 requests) 

4. Membership 
• edited the membership invoice 

5. Projects 
• provided information to ELSD project researchers 
• drafted a VicTAG projects procedure  

6. Home TPN survey 
• entered Victorian data received for the home TPN survey 

7. Correspondence/communication 
• drafted letter of congratulations on NMS presentation for QUALVIC 

researchers 
• drafted letter to HPV 
• collated responses on VicTAG member question 
• reviewed e-mails and sent e-mails 
• attended to enquiries via telephone. 

 
E Tan reported she was also entering home TPN data for all states. 
 
Action – E Tan asked members to forward to her articles for the next newsletter 
edition.  
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 e) VicTAG Management Committee update – M 
O’Reilly M O’Reilly briefly reported on the June Management Committee meeting.  

 f) VicTAG QUM and medication safety group update 
– M Van de Vreede 

M Van de Vreede reported that the QUM and medication safety group still meet every 
2 months, with about 10 attendees each meeting. 

 g) CATAG update and rituximab data collection – G 
Matthews 

G Matthews reported there is a CATAG meeting next week on 30 July 2012. 

Action – E Tan to upload CATAG meeting minutes onto the VicTAG website. 

Action – G Matthews to mention at the July CATAG meeting that e-mails and 
documents that are intended for circulation should have a purpose and a reason for 
circulation. 

David Lyon, Executive Officer, WATAG, has proposed a memorandum of 
understanding for data and information sharing by CATAG. Action – E Tan to 
circulate draft MoU document to Management Committee. 

Most of the responders to the rituximab survey have come from NSW, but not sure 
how many are from Victoria. 

 h) D & T decisions – what’s happening? Discussion 
from each hospital of significant issues 

The following verbal reports were received: 

Southern – I Larmour had nil to report. 

Royal Melbourne – H Matthews reported they have had a discussion about 
tacrolimus and mycophenolate. 

Royal Women’s – S Wong had nil to report. 

St Vincent’s – A Cording reported he came across an e-mail circulated by E Tan in 
October last year about gabapentin and pregablin. Doctors at St Vincent’s are 
considering the use of pregablin as first choice before using gabapentin. 

 i) Electronic storage of VicTAG documents 
K Garrett reported he has a few boxes of VicTAG information which will need to be 
sorted. Action – H Matthews to ask Bill Thomson from SHPA if he can help with the 
sorting of VicTAG information.  

5. Treasurer’s 
report/Membership 
news 

H Matthews H Matthews reported the current bank balance is $107,000. Some income has been 
received within the past 3 weeks.  

6. Other business   

7. Next Full VicTAG  26th September 2012 
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meeting 

This meeting closed at 6:50pm. 

 

Action required Responsibility Due date Completed 

E Tan to contact S Kirsa to enquire about her recently updated complementary medicines policy and ask if she is 
undertaking any project work in this area. E Tan September 2012  

E-mail papers on the interim medication chart for Residential Aged Care Facilities (from JPPR and Age and Aging) 
to E Tan to circulate to full committee members. 

M Van de 
Vreede/E Tan September 2012  

Circulate the latest update of the membership list at each VicTAG Full Meeting. H Matthews September 2012  

E-mail the nomination of VicTAG members form to E Tan to upload onto the VicTAG website (for public access) 
along with an explanation of who can be a VicTAG member. G Weeks/E Tan July 2012  

All members to e-mail E Tan if there is any other specific point(s) to be included in the guidelines for visiting 
speakers/presenters. All members/E Tan September 2012  

In S Kirsa’s absence, G Matthews to take the issues about online claiming for S100s to the July CATAG meeting for 
discussion. G Matthews July 2012  

Members to forward to E Tan articles for the next newsletter edition. All members Early August 2012  

E Tan to upload CATAG meeting minutes onto the VicTAG website. E Tan August 2012  

Mention at the July CATAG meeting that e-mails and documents that are intended for circulation should have a 
purpose and a reason for circulation. G Matthews July 2012  

Circulate draft MoU document to Management Committee. E Tan July 2012  

Ask Bill Thomson from SHPA if he can help with the sorting of old VicTAG information. H Matthews August 2012  

 

 


