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Health Service  How are Schedule 8 Drug infusions ‘secured’ at your organisation, once they are ‘hanging’? 

Peninsula 
(Jan deClifford) 

We have GEMSTAR pumps with locked infusion boxes use for PCE, IV narcotic infusion and epidural infusions and ketamine and PCA 
infusion. 
The only infusions that are not locked are those given by syringe drivers for palliative care and in crit care areas. 
 

Ballarat  
(Belinda Lock) 

Our general ward PCA pumps are set up to have either continuous background infusion OR PCA OR both and our order form reflects 
this. As such whichever way they do it they would be secure. My understanding is also that all epidurals are locked, as well as pall care 
syringe drivers (providing the syringe fits). 

Barwon Health  
(Claire Passlow) 

Our PCA pumps, epidural pumps, and Niki T34 syringe drivers are routinely locked. 
They still use PCA pumps for continuous infusions (eg Ketamine, Lignocaine). The PCA pendant does not need to be removed from the 
pump – it’s just in the programming.  
For patients not for PCA, they may use NCA (nurse controlled analgesia).  Not sure what the next option is….. 
 
Despite this, we did have an incident in ICU where a visitor stole a syringe from a driver (forced open) full of morphine for their own 
personal use! 
I cannot think of any further scenarios where S8s would be hanging. 
 

 


