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1. Does the 
emergency 
department 
have pre-
packed 
medicines 
which can 
be given to 
patients 
who attend 
emergency 
outside of 
hospital 
pharmacy 
business 
hours (for 
their use at 
home)? 

2. Do certain 
criteria need 
to be met for 
a patient to be 
eligible to 
receive 
prepacked 
medicine? If 
yes, what are 
these 
criteria? 

3. Does 
the patient 
incur a 
cost for 
the 
medicines 
given? 

4. Does the 
doctor write 
a discharge 
prescription 
for the 
medicines 
given? 

5. If a 
prescription is 
written, does 
the pharmacy 
retrospectively 
dispense 
these 
prescriptions? 

6. If the 
pharmacy 
dispenses 
these 
prescriptions 
retrospectively, 
are they 
dispensed 
under the 
PBS? 

Hospital 1 

We have 
ED after-
hours packs 
– 
antibiotics, 
eye drops, 
analgesia 
(cheap 
stuff). 

There is no 
criteria, but 
probably 
should be 
outside 
pharmacy 
hours 

No. No N/A N/A 

Other comments: Essentially the hospital covers the cost of this supply (charged to ED) 
Supply of after-hours pack does not preclude provision of a separate discharge prescription for 
other items or ongoing further supply. 
Apparently they were considering similar arrangement to your suggestion (ie PBS script to cover 
supply) if they add rivaroxaban to after-hours supply. 

Hospital 2 

We offer a 
limited 
number of 
medications 
for patients 
to take 
home after 
hours and 
only very 
small 
quantities 

We only use 
these if they 
will require the 
medication 
overnight after 
discharge from 
the ED, or if 
the medication 
is not readily 
available on 
the 
PBS/expensive 
(eg. 
antiretrovirals 
for non-
occupational 
post exposure 
prophylaxis, 
tamsulosin for 
renal stones) 

there is no 
charge 

The doctor 
does not 
write a 
discharge 
script 
however, we 
store the 
medications 
in our Pyxis 
machine and 
so a doctor 
is required 
to remove 
take home 
medications 
out of pyxis 
and so we 
have an 
electronic 
copy of this 
transaction. 

pharmacy does 
not dispense 
them, they are 
low cost items 
often not 
claimable 

N/A 

 



They are 
also 
responsible 
for writing in 
their details 
on the take 
home 
medication. 

Hospital 3 Yes No 
Yes, a 
nominal fee 

Yes, they 
are 
supposed to, 
but we 
haven’t 
audited this 

No N/A 

Hospital 4 Yes No No Yes Yes Yes 

Hospital 5 Yes 

Yes. 
Medication not 
available form 
community 
pharmacies, 
treatment 
needs to be 
started 
urgently 

Yes - cost 
same as for 
all other 
hospital 
patients 

Yes Yes Yes 

Hospital 6 Yes 

No, it is 
determined by 
ED physicians 
after-hours (Ed 
serviced 9-5 
Sat and Sun, 
so really only 
overnight) 

No Yes 

Not usually, 
although we do 
retrospectively 
dispense 
certain 
products-such 
as temazepam, 
diazepam and 
oxycodone 
take-home 
packs (we issue 
small packs of 
6 sometimes 
after hours). 

No 

Hospital 7 

Yes, we 
have a 
specific list, 
mainly 
analgesics 
and  
antibiotics 

Not pt criteria, 
its the med list 

Yes PBS 
co 
payment,  
otherwise 
some will 
learn they 
can come 
to ED for 
free meds 
instead of 
paying at 
their local 
pharmacy 

Yes 

Yes, we collate 
scripts against 
ED prepacks 
and ‘ enter in 
merlin’ that they 
were dispensed 
by the dr ( 
which is legal) 

Yes.  The dr is 
the dispenser 
and signs that 
the pt has 
received ( if the 
pt doesn’t) 

Hospital 8 Yes 

Pt needs 
discharge 
medication. 
Unable to 
attend retail 
pharmacy, or 
out of retail 
hours 

No Yes 
Yes (we 
endeavour to) 

No 



 


