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A message from our Chair

After a small hiatus, I'm pleased to say that The VicTAG Anticoagulation Framework is
our newsletters are back and we are ableto ~ Now published and accessible on our
update you on everything that has been website. A special thanks to Elizabeth Su for
happening across the VicTAG community. leading this project.

There have been a number of focus areas for ~ There is an ongoing demand for the services
us including: of VicTAG, we are very fortunate to have the

e The Medicines Round Table for 2025 ever present Lisa Ciabotti and now have the

e The Pharmacogenomics Webinar

e  Our collaboration with HealthShare
Victoria (HSV) to support the
Pharmaceutical Product tender

e New grants for special projects which will
support all of our members

e Advocacy for change, most recently
temperature monitoring in the ‘Strive for
5’ guideline

e Support to CATAG and their recent
publications

e Ongoing input to medication shortages

e Management of high cost medicines and
understanding of use

Treasurer’s Update

support of Cynthia Donarelli to keep
everything progressing. There is also great
involvement from a very active QUM group.

Our management committee have been
pleased to have Deanna Guy on board this
year. We would also like to thank Benjamin
Merchant for his input but has had to step
down as he moves on to pastures new.

There’s a lot to come this year and | look

forward to seeing many of you at the
Medicines Roundtable in August.

Paul Toner

The Management Committee has completed its annual review of membership

subscriptions.

2025/2026 period

Annual subscriptions

To keep pace with inflation and ensure continued support for advocacy efforts and
member-led projects, a modest 3% increase will be applied to subscriptions for the

Tier 1 Increase from $4,235 to $4,360
Tier 2 Increase from $2,018.50 to $2,080
Tier 3 Increase from $962.50 to $990
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Newsletter

VicTAG QUM Group

The VicTAG QUM group provides a support
network for VicTAG member hospitals to identify
issues which increase the risk of medication error,
determine practices to improve medication safety
and discuss the National Safety and Quality
Health Service (NSQHS) Standards. The group
meets every 2 months via Microsoft Teams.

Congratulations to Joanne Young on the
successful appointment of Deputy Chair of the

VICTAG
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Other VicTAG updates

e Thank you to all the VicTAG
members who provided feedback
on the TGA consultation on
interim decision to amend the
current Poisons Standard in
relation to IV potassium salts

VicTAG QUM  Group, bringing
experience and leadership to the role.

valuable

Collated hospital responses on medication safety topics from the group can also be found on the Quality Use of

Medicines page on the VicTAG website.

If you are interested in joining, please email Wendy Ewing, VicTAG QUM chair, via wendy.ewing@monashhealth.org.

VicTAG Projects Update

Victorian Guidance for Anticoagulation
Stewardship Programs

This project aimed to develop a Victorian Framework to provide
practical consensus for the strategic development,
implementation, monitoring and evaluation for anticoagulation
stewardship programs in Victorian health service organisations.

Elizabeth Su formed and led the Victorian Guidance for
Anticoagulation Stewardship Programs Expert Advisory Group,
a team of anticoagulation stewardship and medication safety
experts to develop the Framework. The individuals are
acknowledged in the document and VicTAG is grateful for their
important contribution to this work.

The framework is available from the VicTAG website.

NEW VicTAG Projects 2025!

Other projects in progress:

o Framework for the Medication Safety
Assessment of Pharmaceutical Products
with HSV — led by Rowena Treseder
(rowena.treseder@victag.org.au)

¢ Framework for Medicines with Potential for
Harm or Unsafe Use — led by Cynthia
Donarelli (Cynthia.donarelli@nh.org.au)

Expression of interests for three project managers to lead three exciting new projects is now open. To submit your
expression of interest provide information on why you and your health service would be best suitable to lead the
project, a brief project timeline and proposed budget including possible commencement dates and a statement of
support from the Director of Pharmacy (or department manager) at your health service. Submit your Expression of
interest via email to professionalofficer@victag.org.au before close of business Monday 30" of June 2025.
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Victorian Guidance on Cold Chain Medicine Management

e This project aims to summarises evidence-based best practices for cold chain management of medicines,
including safe storage principles for refrigerators and freezers, and considerations for automated systems and
clinical trial medicines

Victorian Framework for Environmental and Sustainable Solutions to Management Medicine Consumable
Waste

e This project aims to publish a framework for Victorian health services with evidence based and best practice
principles for implementing innovative and sustainable practices to reduce the environmental impact of
medicine consumables waste within the healthcare environment

Update to the VicTAG Handling of Hazardous Medicines Framework 2021.

e The National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) have released an update medicine list of
hazardous medicines in healthcare setting. This project aims to use the current VicTAG Handling of
Hazardous Medicines Framework 2021 to review and assess new medicines for suitability to include in the
framework.

VicTAG Education Series

Unlock the Future of Personalised Medicines: Pharmacogenomics Webinar

Pharmacogenomics is a rapidly transforming how medicines are prescribed and managed. The webinar showcased
the role of the pharmacist in this emerging area of practice, the science of pharmacogenomics and how it can
enhance patient outcomes in a variety of practices including transplant medicine and mental health.

A special thank you to our presenters for their excellent presentations, insights and expertise making the webinar both
informative and engaging.

¢ Mr Benjamin Lee, Clinical Pharmacy Trainer, Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre

e Ms Sarah Glewis, Senior Pharmacist and Pharmacogenomics Manager, Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre
e Associate Professor Kathy Wu, Clinical Geneticist, St Vincent’s Sydney

e Ms Gina McLachlan, Pharmacogenomic Pharmacist, Austin Health

We had fantastic turnout of 61 online participants, all sharing a keen interest and enthusiasm in the
pharmacogenomics space. With the majority either actively engaged or becoming more involved in pharmacogenomic
practice, we anticipate continued development and knowledge sharing within this specialty.

Recording of the webinar will be made available on the VicTAG website.

Medicines Roundtable 2025

Save the date! Wednesday 27" August 2025
Location: 50 Lonsdale Street, Melbourne
Time: 10am to 4.30pm

The Medicines Roundtable is an event hosted by VicTAG and Safer Care Victoria. It is for Victorian clinicians with an
interest in medication safety and quality, and it provides an opportunity to network with like-minded colleagues.
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While we will be encouraging in person attendance, we will also be looking to provide an online/hybrid option for
attendance. More information will be sent out soon.

Emergency and Life Saving Medicines (ELSM) Register

The current version of the ELSM Register (April
2025) is available on the VicTAG website

Cyanokits (hydroxocobalamin):
There is a severe shortage in Australia of Cyanokit

Emergency and Life Saving Medicines Register (hydroxocobalamin), the first-line antidote for

cyanide poisoning

Please discuss the treatment of any case of

VicTAG Victorian Emergency and Life Saving Medicines (ELSM) Register SuspeCted Cyanlde pOISOﬂIng Wlth the C“n'cal
toxicologist at the Poisons Centre by telephoning
Click here for the Victorian Emergency and Life Saving Medicines (ELSM) Register 1311 26 (open 24/7)
Medication Safety Alerts vraa

The Medication Safety Alerts Program covers a broad range of topics
focused on strategies to improve medication safety. Medication Safety
Alerts are available to members on the Medication Safety Alerts page
on the VicTAG website. If you have any ideas for new alerts or
suggestions for the program, or require word versions of the alerts for
co-branding, please email professionallofficer@victag.org.au

The program will be restarted in late 2025.

Medication Shortages

Medicine shortages and discontinuations may impact patient safety. The Australian Commission on Safety and Quality
in Healthcare have released fact sheets to support health services in managing critical medication shortages. The
factsheets aim to assist consumers, their families and/or carers understand the shortage and the impacts on the
health care they receive and strategies and safety considerations during shortages and discontinuations.

Intravenous (1V) fluids shortage

Discontinuation of insulin products: strategies and safety considerations

Important changes for people who are on insulin

Discontinuation of Protophane® InnoLet®: Strategies and safety considerations
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Council of Australian Therapeutic Advisory Groups (CATAG) Update

Formulary Listing of Desflurane

e CATAG has created a position statement to facilitate and support Medicines and Therapeutics Committees
(MTCs), health services organisations and health professionals. The position statement is based on literature
and reviews the quality of evidence around the safety, efficacy, cost-effectiveness, therapeutic necessity, and
environmental impact of desflurane.

Guide to understanding novel and emerging medicines and Assessing novel and emerging medicines in
hospital

e CATAG have developed a guide for health professionals to engage with consumers about the evidence for
novel and emerging medicines and the difference between novel and emerging medicines compared with
standard practice in public hospitals.

e CATAG have created a consumer counselling tool to assist health professionals engaging with consumers
about approval and access processes for novel and emerging medicines in public hospitals.

MAIA Optimising quideline-directed medical therapy for HFrEF toolkit

e CATAG have created a practice and teaching tool to assist health professionals optimise and implement
guideline directed medical therapy for heart failure with reduced ejection fraction.

Consumer information guides

e CATAG have created a series of collaborating with consumer guides with the aim to optimise medicines
governance and share decision making with consumers. Guides include:
o Understanding changing brands of biologics
o Understanding high cost medicines in public hospitals
o Understanding off-label medicines
o Understanding medicines access programs

Become a VicTAG Member

VicTAG membership is open to all Victorian hospitals. Members are hospital pharmacists and medical specialists from
Victorian public hospitals. Members can only be elected if their hospital is currently financial with VicTAG. Membership
entitles representatives of your institution to attend meetings, vote on relevant issues, contribute to discussions and
view the members section of this website.

To become a VicTAG member please download and complete the Membership Form and send it to the VicTAG
Professional Officer (professionalofficer@victag.org.au)
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