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1. Project Details 

Project Title: Update to the VicTAG Handling of Hazardous Medicines Framework 2021 

Project Synopsis: 

This project aims to use the current VicTAG Handling of Hazardous Medicines Framework published in 

2021, to review and assess new medicines for suitability to include in the framework.  

2. Project Details 

Aims and Objectives 

• To develop an addendum to the VicTAG Handling of Hazardous Medicines Framework including a 

summary of the new medicines reviewed and included in the framework. 

• To include practical recommendations for the safe handling of hazardous medicines   

• To audit the usability of the framework and ability to implement recommendations across health 

services (identify barriers, challenges and opportunities)  

• To propose solution(s) to facilitate continuous quality improvement of the framework to ensure 

information is current and up to date   

Background 

The National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) a division of the Centre for Disease 

Control and Prevention (CDC) maintains a list of antineoplastic and other hazardous medicines in the 

healthcare setting. In 2024 NIOSH updated their list of hazardous medicines in healthcare. A review of the 

medicines in the list and in addition, new medicines that have come to market between January 2021 to 

December 2024 is required to ensure guidance in the  VicTAG Handling of Hazardous Medicines 

Framework is current.   

Method 

1. Convene an advisory group, with expert medical, nursing, midwives and pharmacy representatives from 

Victorian metropolitan and rural health services and representatives from Safer Care Victoria and Work 

Safe Victoria. 

2. Conduct a survey of Victorian health services to identify barriers, challenges and opportunities to 

implement the recommendations of VicTAG Handling of Hazardous Medicines Framework. Where 

barriers and challenges are identified, optimise the framework accordingly  

3. Shortlist medicines that require assessment or re-assessment using the hazardous medicine framework 

consider the following:  

a. New medicines to market  

b. Newly classified medicines in other references e.g. NIOSH 2024 

4. Assess and classify the short-listed medicines using the framework 

5. Update the Hazardous medicines Framework 

6. Develop a proposal for ongoing quality improvement of the framework to ensure information is current 

and up to date  
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Expected Outcomes 

Final draft submitted to VicTAG Management Committee 6 months after commencement. 

A brief monthly update to be provided to the VicTAG Management Committee. 

 

3.  Proposed Grant Budget  

• Grade 3 Year (1 to 4) EFT (8 hours per week) for 6 months 

Design costs are additional and will be provided by VicTAG with approval from the Management 
Committee  

 

 

 

4.  How to submit an Expression of Interest 

• Provide information on why you and your health service would be a suitable to lead the project, 
including your credentials (max 250 words).  

• Provide details and credentials of lead pharmacist, and any other pharmacist who will be involved in the 
project 

• Provide a brief project timeline and proposed budget.  Include possible commencement date and dates 
for submission final draft. 

• Provide a statement of support from the Director of Pharmacy (or department manager) at your health 
service. 
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